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Report

of the Second Open Meeting of the Balkan UNESCO Chairs
October 26"-27", 2017

The Bucharest University of Economic StudiesBucharest,
Romania



Overview

On the 2627" of October 2017, the UNESCO Department for Business Administr&m the
Bucharest University of Economic Studies hosted the second open meeting of the Balkan
UNESCO Chairs, following the sucee®f the first meeting held in Kaval&reece on 79
November 2016

The twoday meeting was structured in three main slats opening sessiobyinging together

the participants withepresentatives of the political authorities tiedhe topic of the conference,
namely delegate®f the ministries of Culture, Educatioand Research as well aswith
representativeof theRomaniarNational Comnssionfor UNESCOandthe UNESCO Regional
Bureau for Science and Culture in Epgpa UNESCO Chairholders radtable;and a research
workshop, in thesecond day, on the topic of innovation in energy sector, also related to
UNESCO sustainable development godlsis conference was organized with twgportof the
FoundatiorKonrad Adenauer Stiftumn




Participants

Professor Dorel Paraschiv, PhD, \lRector of the Bucharest University of Economic Studies
Mr. Igor Kitaev, Programme Spilist for Education, UNESCQtaly

Mr. Lucian Romascanu, Romanian Minister of Culture and National IdeRtitynania

Professor Petru Andea, PhD, Romanian Secretary of State, Ministry of National Education

Professor Adrian Curaj, PhD, Director of the Extee Unit for the Funding of Higher
Education

Mrs. Daniela Popescu, Expert, Romanian National Commission for UNERG@ania

ProfessoAlina Mihaela Dima,PhD, Head of the UNESCO Chair for Business Administration,
Romania

Dr. Asli Mert, UNESCO Chair on geler equality and sustainable development, Turkey

Dr. Charalampos Skoulikaris, UNESCO International Network of Watefironment Centres
for the Balkans on Sustainable Management of Water and Conflict Resplateste

Dr. Corinafjuteu, UNESCO Chair in Studies of Interculturalism, Art and Cultural Management
and Mediation in the Balkans, Serbia

Dr. Dejan Andonov, UNESCO Chair in Media, Dialogue and Mutual Understanding, Macedonia
Dr. Delyan Lazarov, UNESCO Chair on Culture of Peacé Human Rights, Bulgaria

Dr. Dzintra llisko, UNESCO Chair on Teacher Education and Continuing Education: Interplay
of Tradition and Innovation in Education for Sustainable Development

Dr. Emilios A. Solomou, UNESCO Chair on Cultural Diversity and Initzal Dialogue for a
Culture of Peace, Cyprus

Dr. Eugenia Kovatcheva, UNESCO Chair on ICTs in Library Studies, Education and Cultural
Heritage, Bulgaria

ProfessorFlorin Popentiu Mdicescu, PhD, UNESCO Chair in Information Technologies,
Romania

ProfessoiGrigore AlbeanuPhD,UNESCO Chair in Information Technologies, Romania



Educ:

ProfessorJacques GanoulisPhD, UNESCO International Network of Wat&nvironment
Centres for the Balkans @ustainable Management of Water and Conflict Resolution, Greece

ProfessorMichael ScoullosPhD, UNESCO Chair on Sustainable Development Management
and Education in the Mediterrane&reece

Dr. Milen Baltov, UNESCO Chair on Culture of Peace and HumahtRidBulgaria

Dr. Sergiy Shukayev, UNESCO Chair in Technical Higher Education, Applied Systems Analysis
and Informatics, Ukraine

Dr. Silvia Florea, UNESCO Chair in Quality Management of Higher Education and Lifelong
Learning, Romania

Dr. Simon Kleinert, UNESCO Chair in Entrepreneurship and Intercultural Management,
Germany

ProfessorVasile Romulus BrancoveaniPhD, UNESCO Chair on intercultural and inter
religious changes, Romania

Dr. Vi ct asan, BN&ESCO Chair on Sustainable Development through Reseatth a
Education in Modern Physics, Romania



Also, the list of participants included members of the host UNESCO Chair (professors
Constantin BrtuiCanmen A@&AduanaMihheafiftaela Dan, Simona

Vasilache,C o r i n a AnPaeBoddun, , Bogdan NistorlemlaDymit Gt t £ 1 i 1
Maria Maasen, Simona Goid,at i ana Segal, V icapal nedt aT SCamrariscet , Vi
Vice-Dean of the Faculty of Business Administrajioas well as faculty members of The
BucharestUniversity of Economic Studiepof e ssor s Vi or e érbahl éan efr , Dar

the Faculty of Business Administratign O a miik i ®BidedDean é the Faculty ofBusiness
Administration, CL t £ 1 i na Nedel cu,-ToMtadt| RoaadchMeTh& Il Hami °
conferencewas alsojoined by numerous doctoralellows and MBA students, who actively
participated in the debates, espdlgiin the workshop dedicated to the challenges of the energy
sector.

Opening session, Thursday, 260ctober 2017

The opening session started with wel@ognspeechesof the organizersProfessor Alina
Mihaela Dima, Head of the organizingNESCO Chairppened thisession othe 2 meeting
of Open Balkan UNESCO chairs organized by the UNESCO Department for Business



Administration, within the Bucharestniversity of Economic Studies, with presentation on
OEducationfor Entrepreneurship, Innovation and Sustainability in the Knowledge Ecanomy

She pointed that this meeting is organized in partnership with Riblmanian National
Commission for UNESCQ the Ministry of Business Environment, Commerce and
Entrepreneurship, with suppordf the Ministry of Education andMinistry of Culture and
National bentity and haselevantparticipationof UNESCO holders and members of UNESCO
chairs from 10 countries in the Balkan area plus Germany (Romania, Turkey, Lateeddvia,
Greece, Cyprus, Bulgaria, Ukraine, Bulgaria) and also 6 UNESCO chairs from Romania.

Professor Alina Mihaela Dima presented the important role of UNEB&gartment (Chair) for
Business Administration created in 1995 as a result of an agreemepthdtve UNESCO and

the Bucharest University of Economic Studies (ASB)nce its establishment, theh&ir
dedicated its efforts and resources towards achieving the UNESCO objectives through its
educational programmes offered in foreign languages, respap@cts, scientific events and
other initiatives.

At the university level, the UNESCO Department for Business Administration is part of the
Faculty of Business Administration in Foreignanguages (FABIZ), with 20 fultime
professors, providing more thasr5% of the faculty members for the study programmes. The
faculty programmes are organized in such a manner to ensure a continuous, qualitative learning
for all students as well as to prepare them for the current and future labour market expectations.

As a UNESCO chair within a higher education institution,Ghair is concerned witfulfil ment

of the UNESCO objectives and the 17SDGs, especially towards promoting qualitative and
relevant education. Sustainabilis/to be implemented throughout the eatCurriculum and, the
Interdisciplinary apprach to education ia main priorityof the UNESCO chair

Addressinghe challengesf the education fieldvhenimplementing SDG and Education 2030,
the UNESCO Chair for Business Administraticontinues the series of meetings, initiated on 7
8 Novamber 2016 in Greece, Kavde first Balkan Meeting).

The members of the Chair wish to be considered reliable partners for future European projects,
while the development on the Chair is in fultaodance with the university strategy, focused on
the international dimension and on achieving visibility.

In the end of her intervention, Professor Dima also presented the general programme of the
conference Professor Alina Dima explained that the rmagdjectives for Zay international
meeting are:

9 To discuss the progress of the implementation of the Sustainable Developnagsit Go
especially goal 4 Quality dtication, but also other goals such as gender equality;



affordable and clean energy; decent kvand economic growth; industry, innovation and
infrastructure; reduced inequalities; sustainable cities and communities; responsible
consumption and production; climate action; partnerships for the goals.

1 Todiscusghe progress of implementation of théugation 2030 Framework for action.

1 To showcase and discuss persistent challenges in higher education, such as Curriculum
and Interdisciplinary approach, continuing the program of UNESCO chairs in Sibiu, May
2017.

1 To find reliable partners for future Eumegn projects and consolidate the partnerships
aligned with objective partnership for the goals.

1 To redefine the role adhe UNESCO Chair for 8sinessAdministrationas an UNESCO
Chair, to consolidatéts position among the BalkabNESCO chairs and to senthe
message of commitment and responsibility to the Pansl Venice UNESCO
headquarters.

1 At the same time, the event is in fully accordance with the strategy of the Bucharest
University of Economic Studies to support the international dimension andoofe
the visibility of our university at international level.

Professor Alina Dimaalso gave an overviewf the plannedactivities for the Second Open
Meeting of Bal kan UNESCO Chairs on fdEducati
Sustainability in the Knowl ed.Jleeir&cooferencaday i n B
includes the opening ceremony with key representatieesneday workshop, networking and
debatesThe second daincludes aWorkshop @ Innovation in the Energy Sectahich will

bring together PhD students, MBA Energy studeats] husiness representatives from energy

sector. , —




In the end of her intervention, Professor Dim@oducedthe guest speakers of the conference.

On behalf of the Executive Board of the Bucharest University of Economic Studies, Professor
Dorel Paraschiy, Vice-Rector, addressed a few wotdgheparticipants He referred to the need

of strengthening cooperation between universities in the Bakgion, and he insisted on the
active and dynamic role of the UNESCO Chairs in this process. He also pointed out that the
Bucharest University of Economic Studies is linked with both business and culture, through a
wide range of activities. Alsanorethan600 studentarecoming from abroadoroving openness

to internationalization.

Next speaker, MrLucian Romascany Romanian Minister of Cultureynderlinedt h a t It 0s
great accomplishment for the Bucharest University of Economic Studies to brikdN&E8CO
Chairholders together, and make them think about common strategies. He also acknowledged
that politicians count on academics for putting pressure on the governments because they know
best what is needed for the educational system. Whatever is undiér the umbrella of
UNESCO should become a multiannual strategy, since we need strategies that continue after a
minister ends its mission. We need to understand that this is the part of world we are living in
and we have common problems to which we havend common solutions.

The flow of introductions continues with Migor Kitaev, Programme Specialist for Education,
UNESCO,who sad that the chosen topic is of particular relevance, and Ministeréd®cantnas



seta good path foall participantsconcerning how we should talk and stimulate chafgere is
alot of work to dg to give inputn how the universitiesocietiesetc will change

Professor Petru Andea, State ®creary in the Ministry of Higher Education, remark that
there is a high concentration, in the room, of political, economic and academic elites. Each type
of elite has its mission, and it is good that in this type of reunion all elites interact.

He referred to the key words of the meeting, starting wiittnepreneurship, which is determined

by economic elites. He distinguished between two types of business people. Those who have
developed their businesses through a privileged relationship with the wshateled to fast
accumulation of capital, buthich were not sustainable. They lack managerial capacity, they
only have money. The second category is represented by educated people, who have managerial
capacity. They grew slower, they took risks, sometimes they succeeded, and sometimes they
failed. The mission otthis universityas well as of the universities having the same prdfit®

grow this type of entrepreneulong withmanagers of multinationals, who are very dynamic
economic consultants, researchers, analysts etc

In Romania, there waspme twenty years ago, the concept of entrepreneurial universities that
woul d generate money. We ¢ o o undversityt sholldeducate o n  t
proficient peoplebuild modelsfor citizens and society, and assurethe intellectual health of

people.

The second keyord is innovation, which is tietb the digital era. Unlike the previous eras, the
digital era doesnodt bring a change in societ
become even more imgant than means of production. School should be reformed to make
students able to acquire digital competencies. Not only professional background is important, but
also transversal competencies.

In the EU therewill be created 17 millions of workplageavhich need highdigital skills and
intellectual competencies. More th&1% of the workplaces currently neatigital skills and
intellectualgenericskills, like critical thinking, strategic thinking and decision making

Finally, he talked about sustabibity, about what we need to train in the universities, and about
professions that are more needed in todayods
transformations in our industry ask for the adaptation of universities to the new context.

Professor Adrian Curaj , Director of the Executive Unit for the Funding of Higher Education,
appreciated thahe event is timely and useful. We need more collaboration in the region. We
have a lot of assets, but we are not collaborating endigglalso put a facs onstrategic policy
intelligence,interdisciplinarity and on better understanding the core capabilities each chair has.
We have to have access to the human capital in the rdgiaway innovation is wiring up all

the 17 sustinable developnent goals. He attempted to orient furtherisdussions around



Innovation, with focus on human resources and new ide®s} specializatiomnd the problems
caused byhe uniqueness of territorial constrairtesyitorialization of skills.Also, he mentioned
the ned to discuss abouiig data,smart analytics and cognitive computing.

ProfessorViorel Lefter, the founder of the faculty and of the host UNESCO Chair, summarized
the history of the chasndhow its domain of activitywaschosenHe has also briefly presented
the Bucharest University of Economic Studies andMB& and doctoralprograms

Professor Constantin Bratianu, former Head of the UNESCO Chair for Business
Administration, stimulated the audience tonk about two thigs. Strategie$ what is our
perception about the futuend how we can create a better futureh&tlger For many people,

the future is just an extension of today, whi
Future is full of nonlinear eventnd processes andevshould be able to react to utieipated

events. Future is somethimse than the preseahd we should be able to make the difference

and to educate our students for a sustainable future



II@

A rum.n Grguages

Secondlyhe addressethe diffeeence betweek nowl edge and competences.

graduates with a lot of knowledge, but professionals with skills. Studsaédlyd on 6t | i k e

put to work. We need to transform students in active particighmiag our lecturesnd think
how to create new knowledge. Wust change our way of teachisgch thatwe candevelop
intellectualskills in our students.

ProfessorTanase StamuleVice-Dean of the Faculty of Business Administration, said that it is
time for Balkan countries to stavorking togetherHe further added that the UNESCO Chair for
Business Administrationcould organize the second cergnce, although the cooperation
between the chairs in the regionaisa very incipient level. We had historical barriers that have
hindaed our cooperation. IWestern Europe, most of the trade is done wittdgighbors Here,

we trade with western countries, natweenus. It is in the strategy of our umissityto increase
our presence in the Balkans. Starting this y&amaniahasthe biggestGDP in the Balkans
thereforwe need tassumenew roles as the biggest economy in the BalkBnsharest is very
interesting for student@nd we have a large number of Erasmus studehternational
cooperation is very important.

t



Mrs. Daniela Popescuy Expert, Romanian National Commission for UNESCO, underlined that
this manifestation will display our common topics and commitment for sustainability. Most
important manifestations in the last years, prowvimgt UNESCOis a main actor in educatip
culture, scienceShe projected RowerPoinfpresentation about UNESCO and the achievements
since July 1956, when Romania adhered.

This opening session was followed, after the break, by a UNESCO Chairholders roundtable.

UNESCO Chairs Workshop, 26" October 2017
Each of the 15 participatindNESCO Chairs briefly introduceats activities and goals.

The introduction is followed by key note talks Mf. Igor Kitaev, programme specialist of the
UNESCO Regional Bureau for Science and Culture in Europe Wemice, and Professor
Co n st a tanhu, of thBUNESCO Chair for Business Administration from Bucharest.

Mr. Igor Kitaev stressedhe relevance of the UN Sustainable Development Goals and the need
to adopt Agenda 203®le outlined the key principles in thgenda, like universality, integration

and leaving no one behindde promoted international intetuniversity cooperation and
networking to enhance institutional capacities through knowledge sharing and collaborative
work. The 17 SGDs should be addressedh witferent priorities depending on the situation in



the respective nations. Universities bear the responsibility to consider the SDGs in textbooks and
curricula. The primary stakeholders are students and reseangletgor Kitaev elaboratedn

the speific situation of the Balkan region as it is an integral part of the European and global
civilization. Moreover, it is a crossroad between continents with faultural, multireligious

and multiethnical communities living there. In particular, emergsgues should be addressed
such as an aging population, migrants and refugees. Several possible sustainability themes
evolve for research and teaching at universities: innovation entrepreneurship, climate change,
global citizenships and preventing violeaxtremism.He insisted on the challenges of the
UNESCO chairs in the region, on factors that affect strategic planning in the universities and
suggested potential topics for research aligned with the STiaskey note talk concludes with

the final messag® rethink and apply higher education to promote learning to live together.

Professor Constantin Bitianu followed with his key note talk andddressethe need in each

country to apply global strategies that fit well withtional situations. He describéte Balkan

as a conservative region which needs to rethink its mindset tratagsc way. Moreowe he

votedfor new master programmes at universities to promote knowledge management in order to
teach students to prepare for the life ilkam o wl edge soci ety. Ptheo f e s s o
emerging issues of brain drain in the Balkan region. Henceagshl people leave the country

not only for money bufor a better future. He stresséuk risk of brain drain for th8alkan
societies. Pr of e snsw polici&rtdpreverd brain dsain.gHg swgests



develop and educate students in &edént way of thinking about sustainability. He @itedthe

focus on teaching purely rationalduledge to students and promoteeé integration of rational

and emotional thinkingln the end, he launched a question to be discussed regarding how we
prepare our students to be good professionals in crazy (not only turbulent) times.

The key note talk is followed by a presentationRwbfessor Alina Mihaela Dima of the
UNESCO Chair for Business Administratidrom Bucharest. She introducéde roleof the
UNESCO Chair for Business Administration in the achievement of the UNESCO objexitves
invited participants tan open discussion.

Mr. Dejan Andonov, UNESCO Chair in Media, Dialogue and Mutual Understanding,
Macedonia made a remark on the role of ursNees as drivers of innovation through incubators

and emphasized the importance of employing relevant learning methods. Discussion is headed
towardsnew directions of how to address the emerging issues in the Balkan region:

1 Competencévased education andeep learning (to develop soft skills) via virtual
learning and use of learning technologies and tools, based on the siudenést and
progress;

1 Projectbased education, interdisciplinarity and science as solution in our complex world;

1 Open access adation and resources (research articles, video tutorial) and mobile
learning (smart phones, tablets);

1 Internationalization at home to prevent brain drain.

1 Need for successful cooperation between education and the business environment. Need
to elaboratelte cooperatiob s f r aamdelamgternk networks

Further on, some faculty members of the UNESCO Chair for Business Administration,
Bucharest, presented their proposals for collaboration with other potential interested UNESCO
chairs, under the frameworkf warious funding programs (Horizon 2020, Erasmus+, other
donors).

Professor C ar mresented® & ueasearshc proposal on social entrepreneurship
addressing rural poverty in Romania titled
Cont ext Ch an gamsto deVeloe a spalablg iternational programetatate and

train clusters of students/ graduates in order to accelerate the rural context change in the
participating countries. This will be done through sharing of specific Kmmw at international

level, interdisciplinary collaboration and implemerda of critical projects

Professor Corina Pelaupresentd two research projects on environmentally friendly consumer
behaviour (sustainable consumption) titled

fi



Behaviour Dependi ng dluenc&ad Refereace Groupsoon thenGbnsuimerh e |
Behaviouro.

Professor MihaelaCornelia Dan presented her research proposal on entrepreneurial
ecosystems ithe Balkan region and addressbd question of what hinders or supports such an
ecosystenernt i t | ebhtreprdhbuealEcGy st em i n t he Bal kan Regi on

Professor Adriana Mihnea presentecher research proposaln A Educati on as a |
good in service for sustainable regional development: the evaluation of the demand and supply
side using a muklcriterial and multiactor approaah) where she talkedbout the social pressure

existing presently in Europe, and ways to address it through a proper labour market integration of
migrants.

Professor Adrian Tantau presented a research project consistingfiddu st ai nabl e bu
model s for a cl ean entetrhgey tsoopciice toyfo twhhei cshe ciosn d

Professor Simona Vasilacheresented a research proposal i t | ed @A Met hodol ogi
for prioritizing and addressing the challeage o f young entrepreneurs i
aimed at building an interactive platform for mapping the behaviours and the barriers of young
entrepreneurs in the region.

All the presented projects were distributed to participants, as handouts, interstenulate

future collaboration. The discussions around the raised topics were very vivid. Some of the
contributors wereMr. Jacques Ganoulis who draw attention thdiSo in the UNESCOis for
science. I n todayds very ctamgsdciplicasytivey@dndwmxml d y o
a more coherent way education and culture. Beneditsbe achieved onlyy working together.
Cooperation is something we have to prepare.

Regarding the sustainability projec®ofessor Milen Baltov emphasized the nedd move
from linear to circular economy, which is in big contradiction with market policy.
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Building on the topic discusse®rofessor Michael Scoullosbelieves that the future of this
generation ist@ wi t c hinnbvatiomn ifdustry finoovation in idead He points out that
Europe is still dominated by the industrial thinking and that we need to develop projects that
challenge the market policy and the marketing concepts. The contradiction in policies is
determined by the differences in our societldBIESCO Chairshould be holistic and try to find
solutionsto these problems caused by the differences between cultures and pdlieipsinted

out several activities carried on by the Mediterranean Universities Network on SD, in the context
of Horizon 2020, with the view of capacity building in the region. He also insisted on the need of
education for gstainability. The cooperation of the chairs in the Mediterranean may become an
example of good practice for other regions of the world, like the Balkans.

Mr s . C aiteui natiaed thatuniversities are still atomized, still sedferential Academics
should go beyond thathis meeting being a good opportunity for this.

Workshop on Innovation in the Energy Sectqr27" October 2017

In the first part of the second day, the dgedsad the opportunity to visit The Parliament Palace
in Bucharest.



The second day of the conference was dedicate
energy sector o, which included infornend prese
and new, and their impact on climate and sustainability, and also a lot of vivid interaction
between professors, professionals, MBA and doctoral students.



